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VIA E-MAIL AND CERTIFIED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

RE: Buffalo and White Oak Bayou Bacteria TMDL Stakeholders Group
Comments on Questions from the February 7, 2006, Meeting

Dear Mr. Stein:

The City of Houston appreciates this opportunity to provide comments on the Buffalo and White Oak
Bayou Bacteria TMDL development process and in particular, the three issues discussed at the most
recent stakeholders meeting. The City appreciates being involved in this process and looks forward
to continued discussions upon adoption of the TMDL for Buffalo and White Oak Bayous and
development of the implementation plan. The comments presented represent positions filled by two
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Ellinger for Local Stormwater Entities).
Background Contribution to E. Coli Levels in Buffalo and White Oak Bayous

Regarding the issue of what should be considered background, the City of Houston would like to
make the following comments:

e We support the recognition of the significant contribution of background sources to indicator
bacteria levels in Buffalo and White Oak Bayous. Background sources include direct
deposition, natural growth of E.coli on instream sediment and on compost/mulch, and other

non-human source runoff.

e In the TMDL, we should only be required to address the loading attributable to storm water
runoff from human sources.

e The EPA has recognized that for waterbodies affected by naturai sources, where the water
quality criterion is not attainable because of these sources, an intermittent, seasonal, wildlife
impacted secondary (non-contact) or other recreation is the most appropriate designated use.












