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RUAA QAP SHELL

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY (TCEQ)

TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD (TMDL) PROGRAM

RECREATIONAL USE ATTAINABILITY ANALYSIS

QUALITY ASSURANCE PLAN (QAP)
DATE OF QAP: {INSERT DATE}

PERFORMING PARTY: {INSERT NAME}

TCEQ PROJECT MANAGER NAME: {INSERT NAME}
TCEQ PROJECT MANAGER CONTACT INFORMATION: {TCEQ PROJECT MANAGER NAME AND ADDRESS}

FUNDING SOURCE: {OBTAIN GRANT ID FROM TCEQ PROJECT MANAGER}

This quality assurance plan for a TCEQ TMDL Program study is produced as an addendum to the TCEQ TMDL Recreational Use Attainability Analyses (RUAA) QAPP. QAPs for the TMDL Program will be kept on file by the TMDL Program in the TCEQ central office QA files.  

A.
RUAA STUDY TITLE

{IDENTIFY THE RUAA STUDY BY TITLE.}

B.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION OF THE RUAA STUDY
{IDENTIFY THE SEGMENTS TO RECEIVE RUAAs. INCLUDE A STATEMENT THAT THESE SEGMENTS WERE CHOSEN BY THE TCEQ AS CANDIDATES FOR A POTENTIAL CHANGE IN THE DESIGNATED OR PRESUMED RECREATIONAL USES}  
{Water body location descriptions are found in the 2008 303(d) List of Impaired Waters, the 2000 Texas Surface Water Quality Standards, and the TCEQ’s Atlas of Texas Surface Waters.  These may be partial or complete descriptions. If partial descriptions are provided, the entire waterbody will need to be evaluated for the UAA}
C.
EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN
{Note: The Monitoring Plan should be incorporated as an attachment to the QAP} 

{DESCRIBE THE MONITORING PLAN FOR THE RUAA STUDY, AND EXPLAIN THE RATIONALE FOR SITE SELECTION. PROVIDE A TABLE OF MONITORING SITES WITH UNIQUE IDENTIFIERS, DESCRIPTIONS, LAT/LONGS, SEGMENT NUMBERS, AND OTHER APPLICABLE NARRATIVE INFORMATION.  PROVIDE MAPS OF SAMPLING LOCATIONS. The Monitoring Plan should be based on elements a through f of the Site Reconnaissance section of the Procedures for a Comprehensive Recreational UAA and a Basic UAA Survey and reflect that content in EITHER the table OR the maps (OR BOTH). DESCRIBE ANY CLARIFICATION TO PROCEDURES BECAUSE OF CIRCUMSTANCES THAT ARE NOT DESCRIBED IN THE PROCEDURES FOR A COMPREHENSIVE RECREATIONAL UAA AND A BASIC UAA SURVEY}

{The water body name, segment number, description, and 
number of proposed sampling sites are listed in Table C.1. 
Final site selection and any changes in sampling sites 
will be identified in the Monitoring Plan in Appendix A of 
this QAP}
The study will be conducted in accordance with the TCEQ Recreational Use Attainability Analysis (RUAA), Procedures for a Comprehensive RUAA and a Basic RUAA Survey (May 2009). A Basic RUAA Survey will be conducted to collect information on unclassified water bodies and a comprehensive survey on classified water bodies, such as the presence or absence of water recreation activities, stream flow type, stream depth and establish/verify presumed use.  Data collection will occur Friday through Sunday, during the period of the week when people are most likely to be using the water bodies for recreation purposes.  Each site will be surveyed at least once in accordance with the Basic RUAA procedures and multiple times in accordance with the Comprehensive RUAA procedures during the period from {DATES}. If at any point during a Basic RUAA Survey it becomes apparent that primary contact recreation is clearly the appropriate use for the water bodies the Performing Party will stop conducting the RUAA.  If the Basic RUAA Survey indicates that the existing use for recreation might be lower than the presumed primary contact, secondary contact recreation 1, or designated recreational use, then a Comprehensive RUAA will be performed to fully evaluate the appropriate use. A Comprehensive RUAA is required for a classified segment. Detailed procedures for when a Basic RUAA Survey will need to become a Comprehensive RUAA are discussed in the Applicability Section and in Figure 1 of the RUAA Procedures. This study was planned and developed so that the study can proceed from a Basic RUAA survey to a Comprehensive RUAA, if necessary, without requiring an amendment to the QAP. 
Table C.1  Number of Sites and Approximate Stream Miles of Selected Segments, including Segment ID and Name
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D.
SAMPLING, ANALYTICAL METHODS, AND QUALITY ASSURANCE

The study will be conducted in accordance with the Procedures for a Comprehensive Recreational UAA and a Basic UAA Survey and according to the following requirements described in the most current TCEQ TMDL RUAA QAPP:


Data Representativeness - TCEQ TMDL RUAA QAPP Section A7 



Field measurement techniques found in the SWQM Procedures Manual – TCEQ TMDL RUAA QAPP Section B2


Data Management - TCEQ TMDL RUAA QAPP Section B10{SPECIFY THE PROCEDURES IN PLACE TO MINIMIZE DATA LOSS AND SPECIFIC METHODOLOGY FOR COMPILING, STORING AND REPORTING COMPLETED SURVEYS.  COORDINATE ALL FILE FORMATS WITH THE TCEQ TMDL PROJECT MANAGER AND EXPLICITLY STATE WHAT FORMAT SURVEYS, PHOTOGRAPHS, AND OTHER PRODUCTS WILL TAKE.}


Data Completeness - TCEQ TMDL RUAA QAPP Section A7


Documentation and Records – TCEQ TMDL RUAA QAPP Section A9 


Corrective Action Procedures – TCEQ TMDL RUAA QAPP Sections B4, C1

 E.
REPORTS TO TCEQ PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Quarterly Progress Report - Summarizes the Lead Organization activities for each task; reports problems, delays, and corrective actions; and outlines the status of each task’s deliverables.

Monitoring Systems Review Audit Report - Following any audit performed by the Lead Organization, a report of findings, recommendations and responses are sent to the TCEQ project manager in the quarterly/monthly progress report. 

Completed RUAA Surveys – electronic copies—will be submitted to the TCEQ Project Manager as completed.
F.
ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

{MODIFY/REPLACE THESE PARAGRAPHS AS APPROPRIATE}


Sampling, data interpretation, and report preparation for the RUAA will be performed by {NAME}, {JOB TITLE}. {NAME} will have supervisory responsibility to ensure that the RUAA is completed as required.  The TMDL Project Manager will review the RUAA Monitoring Plan to ensure data representativeness, be available for consultation as necessary, and oversee review of the final RUAA reports.  

{ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF SUBCONTRACTOR STAFF SHOULD ALSO BE ENTERED HERE}
Additional Roles and Responsibilities are contained in Section A4 of the TCEQ RUAA QAPP.

G.
TIME FRAME AND DELIVERABLES

RUAA surveys will be conducted during fiscal year {ENTER NUMBER} and final reports will be submitted by {ENTER DATE}. RUAA reports will be submitted to the TCEQ Project Manager as completed.  

H.
ADHERENCE LETTERS
Lead Organization: Must return the adherence letter to the QAPP contained in Appendix A of the RUAA QAPP to the TMDL PM prior to submitting the signed QAP. 
Project Sub-Participants: Must return a letter (example below) documenting adherence to this QAP, the program QAPP, and any amendments or revisions of this plan.  A copy of this signed letter must be submitted to the TMDL Project Manager within 30 days of signature.
EXAMPLE QAP ADHERENCE LETTER (Only to be signed by Sub-Participants and not the Lead Organization)
TO:

(name of Sub-Participant Project Manager)



(organization)
FROM:
(name of Lead Organization Project Manager)



(LEAD ORGANIZATION)
RE:

TMDL Program Texas RUAA QAPP and {TMDL Project Title} QAP

Please sign and return this form by (date) to:

(ADDRESS)

I acknowledge receipt of the referenced documents. I understand the document(s) describe quality assurance, quality control, data management and other technical activities that must be implemented to ensure the results of work performed will satisfy stated performance criteria.

{Sub-Participant Project Manager}




    Date
I.
REFERENCES
TMDL Program Texas Recreational Use Attainability Analysis Quality Assurance Project Plan, Revision 2, June 18, 2010.

Recreational Use-Attainability Analyses (RUAAs): Procedures for a Comprehensive Recreational UAA and a Basic UAA Survey, {INSERT DATE OF THE LATEST APPROVED VERSION WHICH CAN BE FOUND AT http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/permitting/water_quality/stakeholders/swqsawg_handouts.html#proc.) 

J. 
Distribution List- The TCEQ Project Manager will be responsible for 
distribution to TCEQ and EPA parties.  Copies must be provided within two 
weeks of signature date.  The Lead Organization Project Manager will be 
responsible for distribution within their organization and to any sub-participants.
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Office of Water
Planning & Implementation Section

TMDL Program

{NAME}, TMDL Project Manager

MC-203

(512) 239-XXXX

Planning & Implementation Section

Monica I. Harris, P.G., Manager

MC-203

(512) 239-5906
Monitoring and Assessment Section

Standards Group

Lori Hamilton, Work Lead

MC-234
(512) 239-0683
Office of Compliance and Enforcement

Field Operations Support Division
Kyle Girten, TMDL Quality Assurance Specialist

MC-176

(512) 239-0425




TCEQ Field Operations Support Division

Tracy Miller, Water Program Manager



MC-174







(512) 239-4127
    
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 6

Water Quality Division

1445 Ross Avenue

Suite # 1200

Dallas, TX 75202-2733
Teresita Mendiola, Project Officer

(214) 665-7144

K.
SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS


{LEAD ORGANIZATION}


____________________________________________________


{LEAD ORGANIZATION PROJECT MANAGER}        Date


____________________________________________________


{LEAD ORGANIZATION QAO}                                      Date


____________________________________________________


{LEAD ORGANIZATION FIELD SUPERVISOR}          Date

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

____________________________________________________
 
{NAME}, Project Manager




Date

TMDL Program

TCEQ 

____________________________________________________

Monica I. Harris, P.G., Manager



Date

Planning & Implementation Section 

TCEQ
____________________________________________________                             

Ron Stein, Team Leader 




Date

TMDL Program

Planning & Implementation Section

TCEQ

____________________________________________________                                 
Kyle Girten






Date

TMDL Program Quality Assurance Specialist

Laboratory & Quality Assurance Section

TCEQ

















































































































































